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Notice of

2020 AGM

Tuesday, 25th February, 12.30 - 1.30 p.m.
in Banqueting Suite, Council House,
St. James's Road, Dudley DY1 1HP
Our Annual General Mee ng is very important, as it conﬁrms posts to be held by our UNISON
representa ves. It also decides the branches policy on important ma ers as terms and condi ons
and mandatory unpaid leave. And can submit mo ons to UNISON’s Na onal Conference.
We will be oﬀering free drinks, a buﬀet and UNISON goody bags on arrival with our new
promo onal materials.
We encourage as many of you as possible to a end.
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Invitation to the:
Holocaust Memorial Day Service
Dudley College
Friday 24th January, 2020
Great Hall, Broadway Campus
12:30pm – 1:30pm
We would like to invite you to a end the 2020 Holocaust Memorial Day
service which is organised each year by former MP Ian Aus n, in
collabora on with Dudley College Students’ Union. The service is a ended
annually by VIPs, faith leaders, members of the community, college and
school students from across the Dudley borough.
The theme for the HMD 2020 service is ‘Stand Together’ which explores how
genocidal regimes throughout history have deliberately fractured socie es
by marginalising certain groups, and how these tac cs can be challenged by
individuals standing together with their neighbours and speaking out against
oppression. In present day society, we need to stand together with others in
our communi es to stop divisions and the spread of iden ty‐based hos lity.
HMD 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the libera on of Auschwitz – this is
a signiﬁcant milestone and is made par cularly poignant by the decreasing
number of survivors who are able to share their tes mony. It also marks the
25th anniversary of the Genocide in Bosnia.
The service is an opportunity to ensure that the Holocaust, Nazi Persecu on
and subsequent genocides are not forgo en, trivialised or denied.
We are privileged with the support of Ian Aus n, delighted to welcome
Holocaust Survivor Mindu Hornick who will be the special guest speaker at
the service.
We hope you will be able to join us for this commemora ve service, to
remember and con nue the campaign against injus ce, hatred and
discrimina on which has always been central to the role of Students' Unions
and Trade Unions.
Thank you for your considera on.
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Hundreds of youth centres, libraries
and public toilets causing huge impact
on communities
The true scale of almost a decade of savage austerity cuts to local communi es
across Britain is laid bare in a study published by UNISON today (Friday),
showing the impact of huge reduc ons in council funding.
A series of freedom of informa on (FoI) requests across England, Scotland and
Wales examined the changes in local services between 2010 and 2019 for
several key council services, including youth centres, public toilets, libraries
and subsidised bus routes.
Central government cuts have led to a 17% fall in council spending on local
services in England since the Conserva ves came to power in 2010. Between
then and the end of the decade, grant funding for councils in England has been
reduced by £16bn and there have also been signiﬁcant cuts for councils in
Wales and Scotland.
The FoI ﬁndings, using data for 330 local authori es show the human cost of
the cutbacks:
• 859 children’s centres and family hubs (which provide support services for
babies, young people and families) have been closed,
• 940 youth centres have been lost.
• 835 public conveniences disappearing since the Conserva ves came to
power.
The number of council‐subsidised bus routes has decreased by almost a third ‐
a reduc on of more than 1,224 services, increasing the isola on of many living
in rural communi es.
A decrease of 738 council‐run libraries. Over the past decade there’s been a
ten‐fold rise in the number run by volunteers, up from 21 to 227.
Commen ng on the study, UNISON general secretary Dave Pren s said: “The
scale of the cuts is both breathtaking and disturbing.”
“Each cut has a major impact on a community, whether it’s a pensioner feeling
isolated in their home because they can’t get a bus or people being unable to
borrow books or use the internet in local libraries. The widespread axing of
youth centres has le many young people with nowhere to turn at crucial
points in their lives.”
“Squeezed budgets have forced councils to make impossible decisions. No local
authority wants to cut the services it oﬀers but with much less funding coming
from Westminster, they’ve o en had li le choice. It’s vulnerable people and
those least able to fend for themselves who suﬀer most.”

ANSWERS
(1) Former Speaker of the House of Commons John Bercow (2) CEO of Apple Tim Cook (3) Climate Activist Greta
Thunberg (4) Black Panther Actor Chadwick Boseman (5) The New Emporar of Japan Naruhito (6) Oscar Winner
Olivia Coleman (7) South African Rugby World Cup winning Captain Siya Kolisi (8) Bake Off Winner Dave Atherton
(9) BBC Journalist Laura Kuenssberg (10) The New 007 Lashana Lynch (11) Comedian Sarah Pascoe (12) Labour
Education Spokesperson Angela Rayner (13) Singer Ariana Grande (14) Question Time Chair Fiona Bruce (15) Game
of Thrones Star Kim Harrington (16) Actor Windsor Davies who died in January 2019 (17) England Cricketer Ben
Stokes (18) Line of Duty Star Vicky McClure (19) Eastenders actress Rukku Nahar (20) TV Chef Matt Tebbutt
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Name the following faces:
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