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This past year has been very difficult for the Branch. The branch office has 

been closed for most of the year and the branch staff and I forced like many 

members to work from home.  

The branch has also suffered from the resignations of my fellow Branch 

Secretary Sarah Jones and Branch Chair Billy Gibson. Due to the Covid 19 

situation, we were unable to hold new elections.  

We have also suffered from a lack of stewards, particularly stewards who are 

able to assist and represent members. Branch meetings have had to be held 

‘online ‘; and for the most part they have been inquorate. 

Despite these problems I believe that the branch has maintained its service to 

our members, although this has put a great strain on those providing those 

services. I must thank the branch staff who have throughout the year worked 

to ensure there was as little disruption of the service to our members as 

possible.   In doing this they have worked beyond their job descriptions.  

 I have asked the Region for help as I fear that the branch cannot continue for 

much longer without more activists willing and able to do the day to day work 

of assisting members. The Region did respond and we held a special meeting of 

stewards to discuss the way ahead and how the region can assist the branch. 

Unfortunately, Region has yet to respond to our concerns and I am very 

disappointed by this. 

I believe that when we come out of the Covid 19 situation we will face as many 

problems as when we went into it, 

Unison, alongside other unions have negotiated with the employer to get the 

repayment of Mul  Deductions from April 2020 to March 2021. 

Also, the decision to end Mul and reinstate the 1% pay award withheld since 

2017. 

Thanks those who have helped me throughout the year in particular to the 

branch staff for all their hard work. 

 

  


